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Americans. Microsoft will provide $2.75 mil-
lion in software and technical support for the
American Indian Tribal College program,
which will directly benefit Diné College.
Andersen Consulting has committed
$100,000 to support small business in Indian
country, something we need more of. We
need access to capital, training, technological
support. The capacity to grow small busi-
nesses in Indian country is far greater than
anything we have realized to date.
Healtheon/WebMD will provide valuable
Internet sources to the medical professionals
at the Indian Health Service facility right
here in Shiprock. Let’s give all these groups
a big hand. [Applause]

I began my remarks today by doing my
best to introduce myself to you in the proper
way, telling you my name and my family’s
clan, in your language, as best I could. Well,
it’s true we are from different clans. Your
ancestors were here on this continent, here
within the four sacred mountains, long be-
fore my ancestors even knew of the existence
of this continent and this land we call Amer-
ica. But my friends, we are now all part of
the same American family. We are all related,
and it is time we acted like we were all re-
lated.

We have never had a better chance to
build the right kind of relationship. We have
never had a better chance to build new con-
nections between people, between cultures,
between nations. The Navajo Code Talkers
gave us one of history’s most stirring lessons
on the power of communications. They
showed us in the most concrete way that our
cultural diversity in America can be our
greatest strength. And that is why we must
do everything in our power to allow all Diné
to lend their talents and their skills to the
great enterprise of building our future to-
gether.

Ahe’ hee doo hagoane. Thank you, and
goodbye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m. at the
Boys and Girls Club of Shiprock. In his remarks,
he referred to Myra Jodie, student, Steamboat
Navajo Nation, AZ, who introduced the President;
President Kelsey A. Begaye and Vice President
Taylor McKenzie of the Navajo Nation; Chief Jus-
tice Robert Yazzie, Navajo Nation Supreme
Court; Speaker Edward T. Begay, Navajo Nation

Council; William Lee, chapter president, Shiprock
local government; Notah Begay III, professional
golfer; and Special Assistant to the President for
Agriculture and Trade Carl S. Whillock, board
member, Rural Telephone Bank Agency of the
United States.
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Warm greetings to all those celebrating
Passover.

Each year, Jews across America and
around the world celebrate this sacred holi-
day by gathering with family and friends to
share a festive ritual meal and to retell the
story of Passover.

As children read from the Haggadah, a
new generation learns the ancient story of
God’s liberation of the Israelites from slavery
in Egypt and of their arduous 40-year jour-
ney through the desert. By singing songs, re-
citing prayers, and sharing food and drink
steeped in tradition and symbolism, children
learn to appreciate the rich history of the
Jewish people, the importance of religious
freedom, and the many blessings God brings
to our lives.

This year, as families gather for the seder
to once again tell the story of Passover and
of the Israelites’ journey to the Promised
Land, let us all give thanks for God’s grace
in our lives and for the wonderful blessings
of liberty. And let us pray for a future filled
with peace, hope, and opportunity for all the
children of the world.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
for a joyous Passover celebration.
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The President. Thank you. That was in-
teresting. You did a good job, and I think
your Navajo is better than mine. [Laughter]

Participant. I’d like to ask some ques-
tions, if I may.

The President. Please do.


